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KCGH, NSGH & OIGT

The Netherlands' Society for Global Health (NSGH), the Training Institute
Global Health and Tropical Medicine (OIGT), and the Knowledge Centre Global

Health (KCGH) have once again teamed up to create this joint newsletter, a
unified source of updates, activities, and opportunities in global health.

Welcome to the October edition of our joint newsletter! This month we highlight
updates from the global health community — from the latest Global Burden of

Disease findings to a successful symposium on healthcare for newcomers. We also
share upcoming symposia and webinars where you can learn, connect, and

contribute to more equitable health systems worldwide.

Want to share your news or event? Reach out via communicatie@kcgh.nl.

News

SYMPOSIUM

Recap| Healthcare
Needs of Older
People in Crises
On October 1st, marking the
International Day of Older Persons,
KCGH co-organised the International
Symposium on Healthcare Rights and
Needs of Older People in
Humanitarian Crises together with
MSF, HelpAge International and
UMC Utrecht. Speakers from UN
agencies, WHO and academic
institutions highlighted how older
people remain overlooked in crisis
settings due to mobility challenges,
chronic illnesses and structural
ageism. Field insights from MSF
teams showed the breadth of unmet
needs, from palliative care to
sexual and reproductive health.

Read more

The symposium called for stronger
rights frameworks, better data and a
more inclusive humanitarian
response.

Read all about the symposium and its
content in the recently published blog
on PLOS Global Health: Speaking of
Medicine. 

NSGH WORKING GROUP

Update
Expertisecentrum
Kind en Adolescent
Nieuw in Nederland
(EKANN)

EKANN has now been active for nearly
four years and continues to be a
central point for advice and case
signalling concerning refugee
children in the Netherlands. Around
50 cases are reported annually, with
EKANN directly contributing to
improved care in several of them.
These cases also inform the Dutch
Safety Board’s national investigation
into the well-being and safety of
children in the asylum chain, expected
by the end of 2025.

Together with the Julius Center for
Global Health, EKANN is preparing
new research. Recognising that adults
and pregnant refugees also face
heightened health risks, EKANN plans
to broaden its focus in 2025 and
merge with EZONN in 2026. 

A renewed policy plan will outline
two programmes: children and
adults.

SYMPOSIUM 

ECTMIH2025 |
Conference
Reflection

In October, a strong Dutch delegation
travelled to Hamburg for ECTMIH
2025. The conference brought new
perspectives, especially in infectious
diseases, and fostered lively
exchanges across disciplines.
Although the style differed from the
Utrecht edition in 2023, the
atmosphere remained inspiring and
energising and great to connect with
international colleagues from all over
the world. Delegates returned with
fresh insights, strengthened networks
and renewed motivation to advance
global health research and practice.

The next edition of ECTMIH will
take in 2027 in Barcelona.

Upcoming events

KCGH/NSGH/OIGT FALL SYMPOSIUM 2025

Last Chance to Register |
The Impact of Geopolitical
Changes in Global Health

20 November | Utrecht

Accredited with 4 points (NSGH)

Time is running out to join us on 20 November for a
deep dive into how today’s fast-moving geopolitical
shifts are reshaping global health. This year’s
programme brings together leading thinkers who will
unpack the consequences of shrinking donor
budgets, changing U.S. foreign aid strategies, and the
rise of populism.

Highlights include:

Dr Henk Bekedam, on the global funding crisis
and why countries must invest in health as
human capital.
Dr Anja Giphart, on the worldwide impact of
ending USAID and threats to PEPFAR.
Dr Mustapha Gidado, reflecting on what
global health must keep, fix and abandon.
Prof Martin Boeree, on tuberculosis research
in a populist era.
Prof Rob Baltussen, on priority-setting for
cancer care in Rwanda.
Dr Igna Bonfrer, presenting her newly
awarded NWO VIDI study.

GLOBAL HEALTH ROUNDS

Masterclass: Health Systems
perspectives on global
health

Every Wednesday | 24 Sept – 26 Nov | 12:00–
13:00 (CEST)

We are gradually approaching the end of this year’s
nine-week Global Health Rounds Masterclass. Over
the past weeks, participants have explored health
systems from multiple perspectives — from
governance and financing to community engagement
and cross-sector collaboration. The final sessions
promise equally rich insights, led by two
distinguished speakers.
On 19 November, Prof. Thomas van den Akker will
guide us through the question “Evidence for whom?”,
reflecting on how context shapes maternity care and
why local realities matter for effective decision-
making.
On 26 November, Dirk Essink will close the series
with a session on a yet-to-be-announced topic,
offering a fitting finale to a masterclass that has
brought theory, practice, and global experience
together.

Free and accredited
with 1 NSGH point per
session. Attend
individual sessions or
the full series for a
certificate.

WEBINAR

AI & Duurzaamheid

24 November | Online | 2 accreditation points
(ABAN)

AI is transforming care – but with an energy and
emissions cost. In this webinar by the NSGH-working
group Zorg voor Klimaat, Erik Vermeulen unpacks
sustainability risks, while Kevin Groot Lipman shares
a clinical use case to separate hype from practical
value. Leave with a clearer view of responsible AI
adoption in a climate-conscious health system.

TRAINING EXPERTISEGROEP GLOBAL CHILD HEALTH

ETAT Training 2026

The Expertise Group Global Child Health will again
offer two three-day Emergency Triage, Assessment
and Treatment (ETAT) trainings in 2026: 25–27
February and 24–26 August. ETAT equips
professionals with essential skills to stabilise critically
ill children, using WHO-aligned protocols that
strengthen emergency and paediatric care
worldwide.
Participants can expect an engaging, hands-on
training programme suitable for AIGTs, paediatric
trainees and other health professionals working with
children.

Location: Training venues announced via
EGCH
Registration: cursusdagen@oigt.nl or via the
AIG digital learning platform

More
information

Save the date

Curious about more international events? Check
the NSGH agenda.

We are working hard already on our events in 2026.
We will share the dates with you shortly. Do you have
any save the dates you'd like to share with our
following? Let us know via communicatie@kcgh.nl. 
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